
Oct. 21, 2013

TSMS council Meeting Outline

Parent/Guardian Councillors:  Cathy Chamberlain, Lana Gill, Kerry Hrinco, 
Behshad Khatambakhsh, Sandi Laing, Saima Khan, Caroline Mulvey, Evelyn Schliewinsky, Pam 
Shaver
Community Representative Councillor: Saeeda Shoukat
Parents/Guardians (not councillors): Shireen Elgendy, Shereen Gaafar, Ella Karia, Janette 
Mitchell, Andrew Segal
School Staff representatives: Catherine Lord, Mai-Liis Tou, Tanya Tymkiv
Regrets: Dimple Gera, Liz Rankin
Absent Councillors: Lurline Cornwall, Heather Hutchison, Charu Jain, Saria Kashif Alvi, Linda 
Mark, Nancy McDowell, Prachi Pandey-Rathaur, Nayab Qazi, Anita Sayal, Nancy Tran, Neerja 
Trehan, Jeannie Ueno
Guest: Mary Nanavati, JFSS principal

6:39 p.m. Welcome 

Cathy Chamberlain welcomed those at the meeting and introduced herself and co-chair 
Behshad Khatambakhsh. She encouraged newcomers to the council to complete a self 
nomination form.  Saima Khan joined the council. 

Cathy introduced Mary Nanavati who became John Fraser Secondary School’s principal 
on Oct. 15.  Mary was most recently principal of Fletcher’s Meadow SS in Brampton, 
had been an administrator (in a vice principal or principal role) since 2002, and an 
educator 24 years. She also served as a Resource Teacher (Assessment, Evaluation 
and Literacy) and began her career at the board, teaching English and media literacy. 
She said she is very pleased to be in our school community. 

Mary showed a video produced by JFSS students about the school and shared two 
documents outlining the school’s calendar and activities. She pointed out the Grade 8 
parent orientation on Jan. 9 at the high school. She and Catherine took questions from 
meeting attendees about the process of getting Grade 8 students ready for high school 
life. Mary also shared the high school’s standardized Ontario literacy and numeracy test 
results which were very positive. She said the results were a product of strong education at 
the high school and TSMS. 

Membership Cathy announced that anyone who hadn’t completed a form at the last 
meeting is welcome to join council by completing a membership form. 

 Approval of the Agenda and Past Minutes  

An adjustment was made to the agenda to allow Mary’s presentation to be given 
before our meeting.  Motion to accept the modified agenda and past minutes from the 
Sept. 23 meeting was made by Sandi and seconded by Kerry.  Carried.
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No business arising from the minutes. 
Principal’s Remarks:

1. Mrs. Lord advised that photo retakes will be on Oct. 30

2. Immunization will take place on Nov. 19 

3. Progress Reports go home on Nov. 1 and parent interviews are on Nov. 7 & 8 

4. Catherine urged members and guests to please talk to neighbours about the Kiss 
and Ride.  The proper procedure is to remain in your car, do not park, and when 
pulling out please watch and go slowly. If parents are picking up a child after 3:00 
please do so at the Kiss and Ride. We need to protect the environment for our 
children and their children.

5. Terry Fox walk-a-thon is over for another year. 

6. Upcoming events for grade 8 students are the Cawthra Rap Tour on Oct. 29   

and the John Fraser Leadership and West Credit presentation on Oct. 25.

7. The Halloween Dance is Oct. 31 with a fundraising  Food Drive in support of 

Eden Food Bank

8. Sports happening at TSMS over the past weeks were Football, volleyball and 

field hockey

9. Some of the extracurricular activities taking place are: The Howl, Yearbook, 

Upstanders club and the photography club

10.Our major fundraiser this year is MacMillians.  Funds raised will be used for 

physical education, music, technology and the outdoor classroom beside the 

memorial garden at the school.

 Public Question Period

A question was asked if there will be a musical this year.  Catherine said the music 
teachers are looking into it and have a couple of ideas in mind.  

Parents are reminded that they are welcome to attend the Remembrance Day 
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assembly.

A concern was raised about Synrevoice messages and how no distinction is made on 
the message as to whether a student is absent or late.  Catherine was asked why the 
two situations are lumped together. She said that it is not a foolproof system and that 
the technology is outdated.  Catherine will, however, look into the situation to see if 
anything that can be done.

Catherine presented details about the Mental Health Climate Survey that was 
completed by students who attended the school in 2012.  The focus of the survey was 
to ensure all kids are safe and have a safe school.  Teachers and administrators 
attended workshops with guest speaker, John Linney, co-author of Safe Schools 
Ambassadors.  Following the session, one of the tasks of school administration is how 
to give all the information from the climate survey to staff so they can explore it and 
understand it.
The question posed to staff was “what type of school community would you like to be a 
part of?”  Data from the climate survey was deconstructed so that any deficits would be 
improved upon.  Staff has taken some positive steps to be more aware of the language 
they use with students and to be non-judgmental.

Catherine gave some examples of the data gleaned from the school’s climate survey.

 Reports of Officers and Committees

Co-chairs reports.

• Cathy talked about Great Start: An orientation and training night for school council 
members Nov. 28 at West Credit SS.   If anyone wishes to attend please give your 
name to us.  The event starts with a delicious dinner prepared by students and their 
culinary teachers.  Visit http://s.coop/greatstart for more information.

• Another education event is the People for Education annual conference at the Rotman 
School of Management starting at 8:30 a.m. on Nov. 2. The theme is Making 
Connections.  Cathy circulated the flyer to see if anyone wanted to attend with her.

• Our event with Dr. Karyn has been put on hold until the spring. She was overbooked 
this fall, and hasn’t announced her parent tour dates for 2014.

• Behshad asked council for topic suggestions for our regular meetings. He mentioned 
that some past ideas from council included learning more about digital kids, math 
assessments, and adolescent thinking.  He also asked this meeting’s attendees to 
bring a friend to the next council meeting.
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 Treasurers’ Report

There has been no change from the financial report from last month. Sandi asked for 
volunteers to help with counting money from the MacMillan fundraiser.

Catherine identified some areas within the school that she would like to see the funds 
from this fundraiser to support.  They are: the physical education department, music 
department, technology in the building, enhancements for Mac books and upgrading the 
memorial garden so it can be turned into an outdoor educational area.
A motion was made to approve the spending of funds as outlined by Catherine.  The 
motion was carried unanimously.

COMMITTEES

• Cathy reported on the Character Committee (a joint venture with John Fraser S.S.). 
The acting vice chair of JFSS Council has made contact with the Kielburger brothers 
who founded Me to We and Free The Children. One of them will address our 
audiences in the new calendar year, but at an evening event unless Jeff can get a 
daytime. We have to supply suggested dates.  Cathy will email a meeting date with  
John Fraser S.S. to members of the Character Committee on this council.

• The Career Day committee will start planning in early 2014 with Tanya, the vice 
principal, coordinating the event.

• Catherine reported on the progress of the Anniversary committee. Three staff 
members are working on the event and are aiming for celebrations to happen in May. 
Their biggest concern at the moment is finding a facility big enough to accommodate 
the anticipated number of guests. 

 

There was no new business

The next meeting is Monday Nov. 18, 2013.  Agenda items will be: Annual Evaluation 
of Principal and Vice Principal, EQAO scores, Mental health part II. 

Time adjourned:  7:55

Secretary: Caroline Mulvey
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